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Today, the telecommunications industry is
one of the most rapidly expanding and reward-
ing fields. New products, services and tech-
nologies are emerging almost every day.

Given the high-tech nature of this field, the
amount of capital needed for start-up costs,
maintenance and overhead are often prohib-
itive if you are an entrepreneur.

That’s why the Small and/or Minority-Owned
Telecommunications Business Assistance
Program was formed. This Telecommunica-
tions Assistance Program (T.A.P.) is designed
to stimulate and enhance growth and procure-
ment opportunities for small and/or minority-
owned telecommunications business by of-
fering government loan guarantees.

That’s right.  We’ll guarantee up to 80% of the
principal amount of your small business loan.*
With this money, you can buy equipment, pay
for new construction, make improvements to
your existing business or even use it as work-
ing capital.

To be eligible for a T.A.P.  loan guarantee you
must be a small and/or minority-owned tele-
communications business with annual gross
sales of less than $4,000,000. And your primary
purpose must be to provide products or ser-
vices that enhance or facilitate electronic
communications.  This encompasses a wide
range of businesses including everything from
a pager kiosk in a mall to a telecommunica-
tions research company to an answering ser-
vice.

In addition, your business must be located in
and maintain operations in Tennessee for the
length of the loan, you must be able to provide
collateral, show financial feasibility and have
a good credit history.

Interested? Fill out and return the attached
form for more detailed information and an
application.

* not to exceed $400,000

Sounds Good,
But Do I Qualify?

Telecommunications
Assistance Program for
Small and/or Minority-
Owned Businesses
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For more information call us at
615-741-2626

or see our website:
http://www.tnecd.gov/tap


